SOMERSET CRICKETERS 1919-1939

Stephen Hill & Barry Phillips

Somerset Cricketers 1919 — 1939 continues the authors’ compelling odyssey
through the early history of cricket in the county. Having previously introduced
readers to the lives of the men who played for Somerset prior to the First World
War, Stephen Hill and Barry Phillips now turn their attention to those who made
their debut between the wars. A surprising number of them — 124 in total — were
drafted into the side in those twenty-one seasons. Some of them may be famil-
iar. Players such as Arthur Wellard and Harold Gimblett were once idolised by
West Country schoolboys. A majority, though, were amateurs, often ill-equipped
for the first-class game. Their cricketing exploits may not have been much to write
home about but many of them lived extraordinary lives.

Leaving no stone unturned as they researched the exploits of these men, the
authors have offered up an enjoyable journey through Somerset’s cricketing past
with fascinating detours as they reveal men who fell into the depths of despair
or set about changing the world for the better. Businessmen and clergymen, war
heroes and scoundrels, innovators and trouble-makers: we meet men from every
walk of life and we find how Somerset cricket linked together the fortunes of
these disparate characters.
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Stephen Hill was born and educated in Somerset but now lives in Nottinghamshire. He has been
a Somerset CCC supporter since 1963. He loves to accumulate new information about the club’s
history and on the way has built up a small collection of cricket memorabilia.
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“Robson made the winning hit, a

ix over the pavilion

off Hearne, on the stroke of time and to the

accompaniment of wild enthusiasm.

Taunton Conrier

Championship Position: 10 of 17

A: theit end-of-season dinner, Somesset celebrated securing a mid-table position

despite fielding a largely amareur side and playing the game in  fine spiric. And
yet mose of the toasts were far the old pro, Ernic Robson, after his winning six ar the
cleventh hour sgainst Middlesex a W per-Mazc. He had been
handed a cheque for £50 by an “anonymous donor’ who turned out to be Jeremioh
Lyon, father of Somersce crickeeer, M. D, Lyon. Jeremiah earned and lost money in
prodigious amounts and with dizzying speed and was lurer declared o bankrupe
Perhaps he wos to genezous for his own good. Robson wes lacee awarded a marble
clock and presented with the match ball, mounted on a silver stand. While Somersee

were reliving the glory of one heady winning shot, Yorkshire were celebrating winning
the County Championship, The Noreh was o foreign place: they did things differently
there.

I was true chat Somerser were a berrer sicdle than their position suggested and char,
as one report had it, ‘several times the side was robbed of a win by bad weather or just
an irritating insufliciency of time . In six of their seven draws they had sccumulated a
first innings lead.

Jack White and Jack MacBryan led the way with bat and ball respectively. The
Crickater reports that 'J. C. W. MacTryan was the outstanding barsman .., who besides
getting runs wich great consistency gor them in beautiful style’, He scored two of the
councy’s three centuries and was well supported by Ulick Considine who shawed ‘are
grit and not a litrle skill’ in making just shore of 1,000 runs. There was 2 welcome
return from Ceylon (Sri Lanka) by Bill Greswell, Although past his devastaring bese
as a swing bowler, be seill ook 71 wickets to add to Jack White’s 146 victims. Ernie
Robson and Jim Bridges offered valuable support,
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Among the deburants, Guy Earle would, in the best Somerset tradition, win
tenown for the astonishing power of his hitting, if not for his skills os a builder of
innings.

December 1922 marked the passing of the President, Henry Murray-Anderdon, o
hugely inflnenrial figure, Murray-Anderdon’s tireless work as an administrarar and
parron had been instrumental in the clubs conrinued survival. Withour his unflagging
support, Somerset could well have apeed to forgo cheir first-class starus in the lean
years prior o che Firse Waorld War.

Evuie Robswu ~ an amassaming Yorkshirewan, be had served Somerset well since

1893,

9

it Sclsey, Sussex, in all probability to be near his daughter, bue died at the age of
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“Mr White has not a long list of pl.

from like some county caprains.”

1. Newton (Committee Member and Former Player)

Championship Position: 14 of 17

everend Archie Wickham was appointed President for the year. An eccentric

wicket-Keeper from the Victorian age, perhaps he had been charged with praying
far divine intervention. If so, his prayers were ignared. The rakings were severely
adfected by the wer summer and the county made a loss of £1,315, despice having
further increase in membership. Jack White was appointed captain, John
Daniell having made it clear he felc wo old and careworn to continue. Whereas Daniell
had exhoreed his troops loudly, White was regarded as a cold fish, buttoned-up and
unprepared o praise his men. In dhe new, more dour environment it seems appropriate

that Box Casc shauld have siepped up to the plarc and ground our rwo centurics. Te

secures

was left to Tom Younyg to add sparkle to the butting. Bill Greswell was back und amang
the wickets but it was of course Jack White who again claimed most victims.

Ina changing woeld, there were fewet and fewer amateurs to call on. 1927 marked
the retirement of the combative John Daniell and dhe clegant Randall Johnson. Recog-
nising the need co build up a scronger core of professionals, che committee offercd full-
time contracts to Jack Lee and Wally Luckes. Among the new recruits the stand-out
performer was Archur Wellard, a pro who had forsaken s native Kent ta give his all
for Somerset, delighting the supporters over the years widh his heroics. Dicky
Burrough, sn amateur who practised us a solicicot in Bath, made the occasional more
sedate contribution to the cause.
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wiho plyrid Warvesterabive at Aublecots i 1927: Sumerset woa af a cauter; with Bill
Gresawell at bis devenstating ber, aking o cmbined taral of 10) wickers for 43 ram.
STANDING: W, T Luckss, A. Yowug, G. E. Hut, J. W. Lee, F G. Lat A. E. 5. Ripon
SEATED: €. €. C. Cass, G. F Earle,J. €. White, W, 7. Gresusll, & A. Ingle
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Horace Thomas Perr
11 May 1927 v. Lancashire, Old Trafford
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